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even now arrest the approaching war." It was not
done. Appeasement was preferred to the Grand
Alliance. All know the consequences. In the spring
of 1939 the British Government began feverishly
struggling to carry out the policy which Churchill
pressed upon them twelve months before.
On 24th March Chamberlain issued a warning but
gave no guarantee. Churchill in his speech used a
metaphor which gripped the imagination of his hearers.
ecl have watched this famous island descending incon-
tinently, fecklessly, the stairway which leads to a dark
gulf. It is a fine broad stairway at the beginning, but
after a bit the carpet ends. A little farther on there
are only flagstones, and a little farther on still these
break beneath your feet."
Two more quotations. Munich came, but Churchill
was not to be deceived. In a speech on 5th October
he observed that our hearts went out to the German
people, but they had no power, "There can never
be friendship between the British democracy and the
Nazi Power, that Power which spurns Christian ethics,
which cheers its onward course by a barbarous
paganism, which vaunts the spirit of aggression and
conquest, which derives strength and perverted plea-
sure from persecution, and uses, as we have seen, with
pitiless brutality the threat of murderous force." And
he ended, "Do not suppose that this is the end. This
is only the beginning of the reckoning. This is only
the first sip, the first foretaste of a bitter cup which
will be proffered to us year by year unless by a supreme
recovery of moral health and martial vigour, we arise
again and take our stand for freedom as in the olden
time."
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